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The dirction of people's lives can be changed. even dramatically -- but not by the ways most expect it to happen.

Some try to turn their lives around by getting more money so they can live in luxury.

Others try to become famous or powerful so they can be envied or control things around them.
Some become obsessed with health, as if that's all they need to be really happy in life.

Some drown their troubles in a constant barrage of music, movies, TV, or video games.

Sadly some turn to drugs as an escape from their problems.

But none of these really changes the person on the inside.
They often find the same unsatisfied soul -- inescapably still there within.

But when God changes people, it's a dramatic transformation on the inside first.
He changes what they are, not just what they feel, think, or do. Those are the results of the inner change.

Change was sweeping through the lives of people around the Mediterranean in the first century.
Christianity was advancing, and transforming both individuals and communities.
It wasn't the first time God moved that way, and it wasn't going to be the last.
This fulfillment of God's promises by the work of Christ
included an advancement in understanding of what really transforms us.

Paul's letter to the Galatians had to do with some opposition to the Christian message.

There were political and pagan leaders who didn't like the message of Christianity.
They saw the Gospei as weakening their control over the people.

Some Jews didn't like Christian-Jews accepting Gentiles as God's people without requiring circumcision.
The historian Josephus confirms that these groups became fierce persecutors of the Christians.

At first the Apostle Paul was among the Jewish attackers.
When he become a Christian it was a serious problem for these persecuters.

His careful reasoning from the Scriptures pointed out their misunderstanding of the Bible.
They focused their attack on the message Paul had delivered to the Galatians.

They didn't understand what Christianity was really about.
They didn't have redeemed eyes to see the power of God at work.

There were problems from within the new Christian churches too.
Some were told that Paul was changing the Apostles' message.

They tried to discredit him by implying that at first he got his authority from the Jerusalem Apostles,
then he turned against them.

Some were confused by false rumors and by not fully understanding Paul's teachings about God's law.
These distortions were confusing the members of the churches.

In this next part of his letter to the Galatians Paul answered back.

Galatians 1:11-12 begins his explanation and warning.

11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel.

12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

God was the source of Paul's message and Apostleship.
He wasn't just instructed by human teachers, and he didn't get his authority from Jerusalem.
His message came by direct revelation from Jesus Christ.

The story of Paul's conversion on the road to Damascus was well known, though not always understood.
The great persecutor of the Christian Gospel became its primary promoter.

It was one of the top news stories of the day.

Paul evidently told about it often in his visits to local congregations.



Paul clearly evidenced a dramatic change in his life because of God's work of grace.
13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism,
how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it.
14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people,
so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.

Paul was reminding them about his former life as a persecutor of the church:

In the early days of the church, a Christian named Stephen was put to death for his faith.

Acts 6 tells how his message about Christ was misunderstood by the Jewish leaders.

They accused Stephen of being against God's Temple, and against the teachings of Moses.

They said in Acts 6:14, "for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place
and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us."

The same false accusations were being made against the Apostle Paul which is why he wrote Galatians.
But back in the time of Stephen, when Paul was still known as Saul of Tarsus,
Paul was a supporter of the attacks on that first Christian martyr.

Stephen's defense to those who wrongly accused him is recorded in Acts 7.
He traced the long history of God's covenant, and

showed that Moses and the ceremonies of the Temple predicted the coming of Jesus Christ.
Stephen pointed out how many Jews and their ancestors had repeatedly confused God's actual teachings.
He clarified his support for Moses and the Temple.
Jesus didn't come to eliminate what God said was true, right and good.
He brought the promises of the law to their fullness.
He told them that their Temple worship had become corrupted from what God originally said it should be.
It was Jewish abuses that brought God judgments down on them in the past -- and will again.
But they still didn't understand what Stephen was telling them,
so they stoned him to death for what they understood as attacking their historic beliefs.

Acts 8 tell us about Saul of Tarsus.
He supported these attacks, and the killing of Stephen.
He persecuted the church relentlessly, and tried to silence the message of Christ.
Though he was trained by the great Rabbi Gamaliel
he'd misunderstood God's law, what it actually represented, and it's teachings about the Messiah.
Then Acts 9 tells about the conversion of Saul. whom we now know as the Apostle Paul.
Before that, his zeal was for the traditions and customs that distorted God's law.
But in Christ he came to defend God's teachings as they were originally intended.
When he wrote this letter, these same distortions that had confused Aim before his conversion,
were now troubling the Galatians.

The change in Paul was caused by God's work of grace in his heart:
15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace,
16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles,
I did not immediately consult with anyone;
17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me,
but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.
19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.
20 (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!)

It wasn't the influence of the Apostles that transformed him.
Paul didn't go to consult first with any the church leaders in Jerusalem to be indoctrinated by them.
After his transformation by God's grace, he went to Arabia then returned to Damascus.
It was three years later that he went to Jerusalem to see Peter for 15 days.
It wasn't men. It was the same God that gave him physical life, who then gave him spiritual life through Christ.
God's call of grace brought him to know Christ, then called him to declare Christ to the Gentiles.
Since he was directly called by the Savior, this made him the last of the true Apostles.
The only other Christian leader he saw then, was James, the Lord's brother.




The churches were amazed when Paul came proclaiming the faith he once attacked:
21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.
23 They only were hearing it said,

"He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy."
24 And they glorified God because of me.

You can imagine the uncertainty of the persecuted believers at first.
The one who had legal orders to arrest and abuse them came to church on Sunday!

They had heard the reports, but hadn't yet actually seen these things for themselves.
But he came and showed them the change few thought was possible.

That former persecutor had without question really changed.

Now he promoted what he once tried to destroy.

It was like the change in that old sea captain and slave trader John Newton.
He not only became an opponent of slavery and an Anglican minister,
he fully credited it all to God's Amazing Grace - which became the title of the famous hymn he wrote.

When the people met and got to know the converted Saul of Tarsus,
they glorified God for what was seen in Paul's life.

It's a fact -- God changes people.
Paul wrote about this often in his letters which became books of the New Testament Scriptures.
2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come."
Galatians 6:15, "For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation."
Ephesians 4:24, "and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness."
Colossians 3:10, "and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.'

'

These are just some of the passages where Paul tells about the change Christ brings about.
It's all there, compelling evidence of the power of God.

The Gospel of Christ isn't just a theory or cultish fad.
It's a fact that fits with what God had promised and said all through human history.

We're changed supernaturally when we're regenerated by the unmerited grace of God.
Our lives should grow to show the work of the Gospel. Others should be able to see it at work in us.
It's not going to be perfect, but there should be a fundamental change in attitude and values.
People should see that evidence of change in us.
They may not understand the change right away, and might attribute it to other causes.
So, it's important that we obediently explain what God has done.
The change is a work of God's grace which alone implants an inner confidence in the promises of the Gospel.
We come to trust that God is reliable and has done and always will do what he says.
We accept that his ways are always the best ways -- even when human wisdom prefers something else.

Our deliverance from guilt, and the promise of eternal rest in glory,
were secured for us on a cross about 2000 years ago.
And before that, it was determined eternally by the love of God, NOT by the things we do ourselves.

Our failures to be conforming to Christ-like behavior - take place because we trust in the wrong things.
We don't mature in Christ by just attending church, or by doing good things to help the needy.

It's not by anything we can do to earn God's blessings.

Our trust needs to be in the completed work of our Savior who died to pay for our sins.

We meed to be trusting in God's providence, whatever he brings into our lives each day, the rough times too.
We need to handle the challenges by facing them as we're instructed in God's word.

Squeezing in a little time for God in our lives isn't enough,

The fact is -- it's not your life! You were bought with the price of Christ's life.
You now belong to him. We are his to live for his glory by trusting in his promises and resting in his care.



God calls us to put off the old ways, the old man, and suit-up in the new man.

We can live joyfully in Christ, and be a shining light to those around us, regardless of our past or circumstances.
We can be a blessing to others and servants of God
by simply living with a full confidence in the Savior, and obediently trusting his teachings.

There's no secret formula, or special work we have to do.
It's all been done by Jesus Christ, and it's applied by the living Holy Spirit.
By trusting his promises, we can discover a change that transforms us into joyful children of God.

It will make us hungry to know his word better. It compels us to want to live for his glory.
It assures us of our eternal place in the family of God.

Note: Bible quotations are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise noted.

Gal 1:1 Paul, an apostle--not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him
from the dead--

Gal 1:2 and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:

Gal 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,

Gal 1:4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and
Father,

Gal 1:5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Gal 1:6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel--

Gal 1:7 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.

Gal 1:8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you,
let him be accursed.

Gal 1:9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you
received, let him be accursed.

Gal 1:10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to
please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.

Gal 1:11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel.

Gal 1:12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus
Christ.

Gal 1:13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to
destroy it.

Gal 1:14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I
for the traditions of my fathers.

Gal 1:15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace,

Gal 1:16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not
immediately consult with anyone;

Gal 1:17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus.

Gal 1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.

Gal 1:19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.

Gal 1:20 (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!)

Gal 1:21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.

Gal 1:22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.

Gal 1:23 They only were hearing it said, "He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to
destroy."

Gal 1:24 And they glorified God because of me.



Gal 1:1 TTadrog dmdoTOAOG 0VK A’ AvOpOT®V, 00OE 01" AvOpdTov, AALY 010 'Incod Xpiotod kai Ocod matpog Tod
gyeipavtog anTov €k vEKpAY,

Gal 1:2 «oai ot ovv éuoi mhvteg adereol, tailg ExkAnoioig thc ['adatiog:

Gal 1:3 yapig VUiV kai eipnvn and Bgod matpog kai Kvpiov 'Incod Xpiotod,

Gal 1:4 10D d6vtog EaVTOV VITEP TV ALAPTIAV UV, OTc EEEANTAL NUAS £K TOD VECTMTOG ALiBVOG TOVNPOD KOTA TO
0o Tod Oeod kal TaTPOg UMV,

Gal 1:5 @ 1} 86&a gig Tovg oidvog TV aidvov: dunv.

Gal 1:6 Oavudlom 6t oVT® Taytng petatiBecde dmd oD KaAEGOVTOC VUAG &V ydptTt XploTod gig ETepov evayyEALOV,
Gal 1:7 0 ovk &otv GAAO, €1 UN TVEC giotv ol Tapdocovtec DUAC kol BELovTEG peTaGTPEYOL TO EDAYYEAOV TOD
Xpiotod.

Gal 1:8 dAld kol gav NUETS T dyyedog €5 ovpavod vayyeMntar VUiV map’ O evnyyeloapeda Uiy, dvadepo Eoto.
Gal 1:9 o¢ mposipiropey, kol Aptt TAAY Aéym® €1 T1g VUG evayyelileton map” O maperdfete, avadepa E0To.

Gal 1:10 @ptiydp dvBpdTovg melBw T} TOV OLdVv; 1| (Ntd dvBpdTOoIS dpécketv; €l yap Tt avOpmmolg fipeokov, Xpiotod
d0DAOG OUK AV HUNV.

Gal 1:11 Tvopilo 6¢ dUiv, ddereoi, TO gvayyéAov TO eD0yYeEMGOEY DT €uod OTL 0VK E0TL KaTA dvOpmTOV:

Gal 1:12 006¢ yop &yd mapd avOpdmov mapérapov adtd ovte 0100V, AAAG St drokaAvyems Incod Xpiotod.
Gal 1:13 "Hxoboote yap v €Uy dvactpoeryv mote @ Tovdaicud, 6tt kab’ vrepfoiny édimkov TV ékKAnciov Tod
®eo? kai EmdpOBovv avTnY,

Gal 1:14 kol poékontov &v 1@ "Tovdaicpd VTEP TOALOVS GLVNAKIDTOS £V T® YEVEL OV, TEPIOCOTEPWS CNAMTIG
VIAPY®V TOV TOTPIKDV OV TOPASOCEMV.

Gal 1:15 "Orte 8¢ g0d6knoev 0 Be0¢ 0 dpopicag pe £k KOMag UNTPOS LoV Kol KAAEGOS O1d THG XAP1Tog aTOD

Gal 1:16 dmokaAOyal TOV vioV avTod &v €lol, Tva evayyelilmpot avTov €v 101G E0veat, 0BEmg oV mTpocavedEuny capki
Kol aipartt,

Gal 1:17 006¢ avijABov &ig ‘Teposdivpa TPOG TOVS TPO EUOD ATOGTOAOLS, AALNL ATABOV €1 “Apafiav, Kol Taiy
VIESTPEYA €IC AQUOOKOV.

Gal 1:18 "Emetta peta €t tpia avijAbov gig ‘Tepocdivpa ictopiicot [T€Tpov, kol Emépuetva TpoOg aOTOV MUEPOC
deKamévTe’

Gal 1:19 £tepov 88 AV dmosTtOLV 0VK €100V, &l pr| TakoPov Tov ddedpov Tod Kupiov.

Gal 1:20 @ o€ ypdow Vuiv, idob Evamiov Tod Ogod 6Tt 0V YevdouaL.

Gal 1:21 Zrerto RA0ov €ig To KApato tiig Zupiog kai tfig Kihikiag.

Gal 1:22 fjunv 8¢ dyvoovpevog T® Tpooon® Toig EkkAnciog thg 'Tovdaiog taig v Xplotd:

Gal 1:23 pévov 82 dxodoveg ooy &1L O Sitdkmv Nudg mote VOV edayyeMleton Thv mictv v mote £ndpoet,

Gal 1:24 «ai £€66&alov &v €uol Tov Oedv.



